
Russian Language 
 
Russian language belongs to Eastern Slavic language, and it is 
very close to Ukrainian and Byelorussian languages. 
277 million people speak Russian in Russia and many other 
countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Byelorussia, Bulgaria, Canada, 
China, Check, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Greece, India, 
Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, the 
USA. 
 
Russian language has ability to grow and has very rich 
vocabulary. 
Many great literatures and many papers of advanced scientific 
works have been written in Russian.   
The famous American chess player Robert Fischer studied 
Russian many years to know the history of chess in Russia. 
 
Russian language once spread worldwide, but after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the number of the people who study Russian 
has decreased to 1/3. 
Now the foreign people who study Russian are those, who really 
want to know Russian language and culture, however, in Poland 
the number of the people who study Russian has not decreased, 
but increased. 
 
In 863 AD two brothers from Greece, Kyril and Mefodiy, by the 
order of the Emperor of the Byzantine Empire Mikhail III made 
characters for Slavic people. 
Kyril studied for long time how Slavic people speak, took some 
letters from Greek alphabet and some letters from Glagolitsa, 
 
* Kyril was a very intelligent person.  He knew many languages; 
Eastern languages, old Islandian language, Armenian language.  
 
New alphabet was named as Kyrillitsa(Cyril) and Cyril spread 
quickly in the southern Slavic territory. 



 
In Bulgaria King Boris took Christian religion in 860, Bulgaria 
became the center of Cyril letters, and started the school of Slavic 
Holy Book.  Later Cyril letters spread in Serbia, then Kiev 
(Russia) in 10 century.  In Russia the church characters were 
changed into Russian Cyril letters.   
 
The Russian characters spread, Roman Pope got angry, he 
ordered to stop, but it was too late.   
















